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HousTos
- [F youhad o yellow 1977 Ferrar 308 GTH, weild you
have your second grader dip her hand in parple paint
= loawe her palm prints beside the prood emblem
- .. of the pramcing stallion? ¥ou would If your name was
==Alnn Leach and you had endered your freéasure in the
warkd's oldest and [argest parade of art cara.
Every spring since FRES, this oll town of great formumes
% = huilt om ehe Ieternal comibuastion engine has gone coun-
- tercultare with o zany tribube tothe automobile a8 any-
1hing But irarspartation. "Our message is that evoryons
i# an aritst and we shoubd celebrate 1he artist in every-
coe,” gald Allen Hill, spokesman for the spectacle, offi-
cially called the Everyane's Art Car Parade. The gath-
ering was sponsoned by the Orange Show Cemter for Vi
siomary Art, a folk-art confabulntion of mazes and toe-
&8 creabed Troem 19656 10 1580 by a postman, Jeflerson
Dranvis MoBissaci, in honor of his favarie fraic. (Dot
even &tk about John Milkovisch®s Beer Can House. )
The nrt cxrs, 366 of them (his year — &ard and trucks
* amd cycles and carts remade as dragons and puipples
amdl fying £aucers and sloganeering bilfboands and Pro-
= zac-sprinkled mulfing — Lned up for viewing on Allen
= Parkway, along a major green belt o dowsiown, and
- thien el off on & two-hour loop past s 200,000 cheer-
. Ing picnickers and other celebrators,
== Thespectacke has caught on elsewbere, with art car
- avamls now seaged (n California and af least kalf a dozen
wnther states. The commen insplration, rganizers ay, 15
Lo take one of America’s most symbolic objects and, in
the process of AlRering i send a Tenlike MHEEEAEE.
"Being from the Guall Coast of Texas, you understand
paint i only lemporary — evenfually everyibing will
rust mnd fall apart,” snid Mr. Leach, 48, an out-of -sork
comlractor whea happily explained that “all my Ferroris
are paid for,” (He has anotlser 308 GTE). He be-
longed, he zaid, to that schood of Ferrarl owners
Bukrscribdng oo thse phibosophy of “wse it or lose
i, irstond of lotiing 8 rof In the garape.”
Far this year's parade, “Big A Bariell, &
fHh-grade teacher from Trinky, Tex,
hrﬂ-lﬂ.h-'l Versatile, a B971 Bulck Cenlurion
completely sheathed in mosaic tiles insplred
by B erochery-oove nsd pubs he saw in Ineland.
Mr. Bartell said that a police officer whoonce
gave him a speeding ticket was lummoxed when
ligtEng the cor's codor, He finally pul down *gike.™
While Mr. Barted|"s girffri drovwe Viersagide kn last
weekend s parade, be piloted Hell Semt, a black, evil-
« Inoking 1948 Studehaker thai had boeen chopped — ils
s rood cut down — and lowered,
Lo STrsar primarily for (he purpose of pleasing people,
w=mnot tohang in a meseum,” Mr, Bariell sasd. Hell Sent
=wan first prize and 2250 in the Daily Drive category and
= It &lsa won secand In the Low Rider categery.
t= Yes, some arl carowners do drive thelr extrovapant
:'.': ErEalioms year-rounid, even to the grocery store., Mr, Bar-
&= tell said that when colculating travel anywhere, he had
s 10 fACBOC B 2 xtra Hme 1o respond 1o gawkors. But somse
o mebtorises, principally owmers of Meroedes-Denz and
s Leacus models, were “mpo:looiers, " b snbd, sdding : “Thisy
il R bl everything is going towards norm. Whon
o hew son somothing chat deviates, it upsets them. ™
== The big winmer was an art class at 5, P, Wabirip High
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Phiniling | gl by 1 fomad I Tom b T
b, o bribuabe to the funk mausician
George Clinton. Belaw, the Fauitmabile,

Above, the Student Dy
er car book its humps al
the annual Houston anm
car parade. Right, “You
wind ketchup with thae?™
If you drive the Condi-
ment Car, ne one will
naed bonsk,

Adbcrve, the Yarm
Lo weaa well
dicased; leflt,
“Phanloms
-||.|-Ij|-ll :| ::iHJH-
misres. Bel i,
the Electric
Muffins were
danie in good
Risdiz.

-Alternative Cars Indeed: A Parade for Whatever Moves You

Schnal In Houston, under 1he direction of Bebecca Bass.

T studenis spemt tour months remaking & Volvo imion

celestial battleship of funksdelic pipes and mirrors ke

aring the muasiclan Goorge Clinton of the P-Funk All-

HArs. [For s car Atonuc Dog = One Nadson Under

Groon's, the class collected the Maoyar"s Cup Grand Tro

phy and §1 506 Brasdl Hammorsd donebod Ber 1071

Volkswagen, Fusion of Conlradiction, with slogans in-

cluding, "Wihat il ibo hokey-podoey 1s what 1t"s all aboai®"

The shaw was monjuried, which meant that just abous
nnyialmyg el (s oo as i was family friendly and not
unsade of any speed ). Stadewi Driver was a rolling disas-

ier: & wreck carrying a sheared-off telephone pole, 5

traffic cone ard a battered bdoychs — with a bundbe drog.

glng from the iailpipe. There was &n homage 1o Chrigte

— pn erange Toyolh Lredk sheathed in shrink-srap, an

CFamge “gaie’ protruding froan s carpo bed; & Conds-

medl Car covered with packets of, well, condimenis: o

warn Car in peychedelic waves of bue appliqeéd yarm; o

Phomioons car with gargoyo heads eaping oul of the

Erifhe and femders ; amd o Fruiimobdle that would kave

shomed Corman Miramndo
Alio, Brian Rodgers, 36, who works in o Houston suta

Dy Shelef, Tl o0 fis 1958 [mpala convertible with n'big

=pn, M Lindsoy Wil You Marry Me™ (Watching as he

pased, o Stunned Lindsey Fetzpatrick snid yes, snd .

clinsbad o the passenger seal )

Fhery wers podicical messapes galore. M
Peuach Bush, o peach-themed truck by Sholty
Buschar, 45, o midwile who carried peaches
ucked o her décolletnge, 100k socosd

Mace in the Political Statement category.

Mlark Flhensing, & 72-vear-odl veteran of the

Forean and Vietnoom Wars, drove sn immensse

Hag-tiving Ford psckup studded with warplanes and mil

Hary shognms called Texas Fieedom Fighter. '"What

LeiEis et g, Be saad, “i% the American og goes by and

pcqile dos't g0l ap— (hey sit an their ramp.™

And then there wene the o cirs that delied categars-

Enrloa. Rex Rosenberg, 59, a climical psychologist {rom

Gront Bend, Ban, arrived with ibe Chewbaru, o 85 Su-

lmara Legacy coversd with dentunes ard plasier tooth

Impreasioms. 1 loend & 75-pound bax of recycled den-

lures an ciday, " he cxploned. And kis message was?

“Just shatever peophe s inik,” he said

| Bumper-to-Snout Traffic

Here are some ciber art cor cebebentions or
ovenis where such cars will be featured;
BEATTLE Ani Caer Blowout ; June 17-15:

| W, BRI AT CATS O

BEAWYN, ILL. Chartopdn; June 33-34; waw
DOrEYNCATTOR . COm

MNKEAPOLIS Arl Car Parade Weekend; July 21-
23 WWWL MG G parsde.com

LOUISVIRLE, BY, Kenlucky Art Car Weelond;
AUR. 40 wew Kok yarcarseemend com
SAM FRANCISCO BAY AREA ArtCar Fesl, various
locations; Sl 1417 www nricarfest com
BLACK ROCK DUSERT, MEY. Burning Man Festi-
wal Alg I-5ept 47 www, barmingman.com




